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Dear members and friends,

Mediterranean Gardening France

www.mediterraneangardeningfrance.org

FEBRUARY 2022

PROGRAMME OF ACTIVITIES IN FRANCE

Thursday 28 April, 11.00am, Le Barroux, Vaucluse
A visit to two gardens of MGF members

Hedwige Lauwaert and Paul Kiekens write:

“Our garden is now four years old. We followed the planting
layout and concept of our Belgian garden designer and
transformed a mainly wooded piece of land, with hardly a view,
into grounds laid out in terraces and open to the surrounding
landscape. The garden is still a work in progress.”

Tony Stone is a photographer, and together with renowned
garden designer, Anthony Paul, he has created a magical mix of
sweeping panoramas, beautiful plantings and perfectly framed
views. Tony has a love of land art and as you follow the winding
paths through the garden you will admire many thoughtfully
placed contemporary sculptures.

Photo (Clive Nichols): The view from La Jeg towards Mont Ventoux

To book a place for the visit to these two gardens contact Hedwige Lauwaert.

Wednesday 11 May, Vers-Pont-du-Gard, Gard

MGF Annual General Meeting

We are pleased to have been able to re-book
Pont-du-Gard as a venue for the 2022 AGM.
This UNESCO World Heritage Site, with its
Roman aqueduct, built in the first century AD
to carry water to the city of Nimes, will be a
splendid place for us to get together again,
two years later than originally planned.

We will hold our meeting in the morning, followed by lunch at the Les Terrasses restaurant. In the
afternoon there will be a guided visit to the upper level of the bridge for up to 30 participants, or
members can explore the extensive site with its thousand-year-old olive trees, botanical garden,
preserved Mediterranean landscape (Memoires de Garrigue) and a 19c charcoal kiln.

Planning is underway and a booking form will be circulated in March.


http://www.mediterraneangardeningfrance.org/
mailto:Hlauwaert@gmail.com

Other plans for Spring/Summer 2022

Gardens in Var (dates are provisional)

5 May A visit to La Campagne Ste-Marie and a garden belonging to MGF members in Tourrettes
25 May A visit to Le Jardin du Real at Puget Ville
2 June A picnic in a members’ garden in Ste Maxime

Gardens in Aude
We are hoping to have a two day outing in early June, including visits to the gardens of Chateau Capitoul,
near Narbonne, designed by James Basson, and to Daniel Fiala’s garden in Tourreilles, south of Limoux.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Plant fairs and open gardens 2022
29/30 January Mimosalia Bormes-les-Mimosas (Var)
4 -6 February Salon des Orchidées Vergéze (Gard)
5/6 February Féte du Mimosa Sainte-Maxime (Var)
12 -27 February Féte du Citron Menton (Alpes-Maritimes)
5/6 March L'art des Jardins Ille-sur-Tét (Pyrénées-Orientales)
13 March Festival des Plantes et de la Nature La Redorte (Aude)
26/27 March Fete des Jardins Antibes (Alpes-Maritimes)
2/3 April Plantes rares et jardin naturel Sérignan-du-Comtat (Vaucluse)

Hortus Programme

All MGF members are welcome to join Hortus activities. For more information about Hortus, go to the
website. To book a place for any of the events in the Hortus programme, contact Chantal Maurice.

NEWS AND INFORMATION

New on the website

Is there an alternative to box?

In less than 30 years, box blight and box tree caterpillar
have devastated box hedges across Europe. David Bracey
asked members for their experiences of growing
alternatives — evergreen/ever grey plants with small
leaves and compact habit, capable of withstanding
Mediterranean - climate conditions. Read his article to see
which plants members recommend.

Photo: Le Jardin de La Louve


http://hortus.acl.free.fr/
http://www.mediterraneangardeningfrance.org/webmailto.php?addressee=Hortus
https://mediterraneangardening.fr/is-there-an-alternative-to-box-quelles-alternatives-au-buis/

Visite de la Pépiniére Quissac

In October we visited Pépiniére Quissac for a talk about
pomegranates - which varieties to choose, how to
cultivate them, how to prepare them and how they can be
used. The talk was followed by a tasting session.

Nanouk Pelen took photographs and wrote a report.

Seed collection — January 2022 update

The MGF seed collection has been extensively updated with the addition of more than 80 new species.
Thank you to all who donated seeds and to the many members who sent photos to illustrate the list.

Article in Gardens lllustrated magazine

The January edition of the excellent British magazine, Gardens Illustrated, has an article about a garden
near Saint-Rémy-de-Provence, designed by James Basson and owned by one of our members. We visited
the garden in May 2018, shortly after it had been planted. It is interesting to see how the garden has
matured over three years - compare the photos in our website account to these recent photographs taken
by Claire Takacs. The words in the magazine article are by Tim Richardson and can be viewed more easily
in the website version of this newsletter.

Rural retreat

TTaking the areas agricultural past as his starting point, British designer
James Basson has created alargely irrigation-free Provengal garden with
alight touch, using drought-tolerant Mediterrancan planting

TIM RICHARDSON CLARE TAKACS



https://mediterraneangardening.fr/october-octobre-2021-visite-de-la-pepiniere-quissac-souvignargues/
https://mediterraneangardening.fr/seed-collection-collection-de-graines/
https://mediterraneangardening.fr/may-mai-2018gardens-in-the-alpilles-bouches-du-rhone/
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Growing small yellow flowering trees

Pierre Bianchi, a member of MGF writes:

Besides Caesalpinia gilliesii, well known and easy to
grow, other small trees can be tried

Parkinsonia aculeata (Jerusalem thorn) is only found
in the orange zone in France, which leaves some
doubt as to its hardiness. It is easy to grow, but it
must be trained to grow tall because its small thorns,
though not too sharp, can catch those who approach
it too closely. Its yellow flowers are light but
interesting. The tree is resistant to drought and
limestone.

Photo: Parkinsonia aculeata (Banco de Datos de
Biodiversidad de Canarias)

| also grow Leucaena retusa (golden lead tree), which
flowers in large yellow clusters. It is sufficiently
hardy to grow in the olive tree zone. It can lose its
foliage if the summer is very dry.

Photo: Leucaena retusa (P.Bianchi-Jardin I'Oasis)

Another possibility is Geoffroea decorticans, native
to Chile and Argentina.

Note. The MGi seed collection has seeds of P. aculeata which can be ordered from Chantal Guiraud.



FROM OUR INTERNATIONAL PARTNERS

Mediterranean Plants and Gardens (MPG)

MPG in the UK is planning to go ahead with some of its previously planned tours. The tour to Sicily,
originally planned for May 2020 will now take place in May 2022 (11-18 May). More information on the
MPG website

A few places are expected to be available. Please contact madalynhughes56@aol.com to check
availability.

California Horticultural Society

Cal Hort arranges regular online presentations from Mediterranean-climate gardening experts. MGF
members are invited to attend ‘live’ but as they take place at 03.30am French time it is likely to be more
convenient to watch the recording on YouTube.

The January speaker was Cristobal Elgueta, who led a virtual tour of gardens throughout Chile which
demonstrate the application of natural principles in making gardens, including plant communities that mix
horticulture, ecology, landscaping, architecture and conservation.

You can watch the Cal Hort presentations on their YouTube channel California Horticultural Society -
YouTube.

WHAT IS IT?

In this topic, photographs of unusual plants, fruits, seeds or garden tools will be shown without the
caption and readers are asked to identify them. The answer will be given in the following newsletter.
Contributions should be sent to Roland Leclerca.

The “What is it?” in the December Newsletter (proposed by Monique Mires) was a ripe fruit of a tree
peony with seeds.

The new “What is it?” is proposed by David Bracey. A clue: the shape of the flower will give you the
vernacular name. Answer in the next newsletter.



https://www.medpag.org/events/upcoming-events/gardens-of-eastern-sicily/
mailto:madalynhughes56@aol.com
https://www.youtube.com/c/CaliforniaHorticulturalSociety
https://www.youtube.com/c/CaliforniaHorticulturalSociety
mailto:rolandlec@wanadoo.fr

MY FAVOURITE PLANT

You are welcome to send a picture of the plant that you hate or of your favourite plant (rare or common),
accompanied by a short text, to be published in this newsletter. Contributions should be sent to Roland
Leclercq

One of our members, Claude Marizy, writes:

Yucca, a plant of the past and the future

Faced with climate change, it is timely to review the way we garden, to
encourage biodiversity, and to experiment with new and exotic plants.
Amongst the genus to keep in mind, | would suggest the yucca, native to
Northern Mexico and several states of the USA. Introduced to Europe more
than 400 years ago, it has acclimatised and become part of our landscape. It
can withstand temperatures from -20°C to +40°C (or even higher), tolerates
many months of drought, removes heavy metal pollution and hydrocarbons
from the air and soil, and stabilises soil against erosion. It is also very long-
lived. Dry or liquid extracts from Yucca gloriosa or Y. schidigera, rich in
saponins, are used in animal and human food, and in disinfectants,
cosmetics, hygiene products, para-pharmaceuticals and medicine.

A horticulturist by trade, | moved to the Gers in 1983. Passionate about
yuccas, | undertook research and experiments to discover the extraordinary
potential of this plant. Among other things, one can prepare fertiliser from
the juice and fibres ( www.izotevallee.fr ).

In 2020, | terraced a sloping plot of land using a centuries-old Mexican
technique. The edge of the terrace is planted with yuccas. Their root
systems stabilise the soil and the vertical face is strengthened with a
‘concrete’ of fibrous earth. No need for a dry stone wall or other supporting
material, expensive to install.

If you have any questions or information to share with me, please contact
me, in French, by email. After reading this article, when you come across a
yucca, | wouldn't be surprised if you look at it differently.

Photo : Yucca gloriosa

AND FINALLY

The spring wind has become a sculptor in the orchard, so that by its art, each tree takes on the
appearance of a doll. (Onsori Balkhi, 970-1039, Persian poet)

Best wishes

Roland Leclercq
Newsletter editor

Please send contributions to this newsletter to: rolandlec@wanadoo.fr



mailto:marizyc@live.fr
mailto:rolandlec@wanadoo.fr

